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TY ; FROM | | 
. Chriſtian Principles, &c. 


. HE great End of Chriſtianit was to 


ſelves, and one another. And becauſe this, 
beyond every other Kind of Inſtructions, is 
more effectually delivered by Example than 
Precept; therefore its Bleſſed Author took all 
neceſſary Care, that ſuch living Examples 
ſhou'd not be wanting in his Church. The 
firſt and moſt illuſtrious Example of this Kind, 
he gave in his own ſingle Perſon; which, 
with Reſpect to both his Divine and Humane 
Nature, extended to every Degree of Men in 
the utmoſt Perfection. For if we conſider the 
miſerable Life, which this Divine Perſon vo- 


luntarily underwent upon Earth, for the Sake 


of Mankind: then, as he was God, the loweſt 
Condeſcenſion of Goodneſs in the higheſt Mor- 
tal, that ever lived, muſt fall infinitely ſhort of 
his; and, as he was Man, his bitter Sufferings 
cou'd never meet with a Parallel. 


Bur becauſe ſuch a living Example cou'd 
only be confined to one Age, and to one Place; 
he therefore choſe a diſtinct Society of Men 


A 2 


out 


inſtruct Mankind to act moſt agree- 
ably to their Duty to God. them- 
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4 The Preſent Regulation of the CLERGY 
out of the Reſt of the World to ſucceed him 
in- this Office, at all Times, and in all Places; 
whereſoever his Name ſhou'd be known. And 
Jobs xiv. to qu wy them for this Purpoſe, he be- 


— an] queathed to them N US" Lees * 
21, 22. His unerring Spirit, and the Protection of his 


dat. Divinity, tg the End of” the M orid, | Thele, as 


xxviii.18, a Society; were to be a ſtanding Pate 
0 ever Artic 
Perſon ons, but for every other Society to py 
Mar. xiii. after. They were to be'as the Leaven off 
33: , Whole Chriſtian Church at large; she $2 9 
13, 16, the Earth; and the Light of the World, hi 
was ſo to ſhine before Men," that they might ſee 
their good Works, and glorify 2 4 
which is in Heaven. This Society therefore, 
as ſuch, was required by our Saviour to have 
its ſole L ence upon him and his Pro- 
miſes; and to have no further to do with 
worldly Things, than what was barely neceſ- 
ſary to ſupply the Wants of Nature, in a Man- 
ner becoming ſuch as profeſſed themſelves to 
p Pet f. be Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth. If ye 
abide in me, ſays he, and my Words abide in 
you, ye ſhall ask what you will, and it ſhall be 


John xv. 7. 


Mat. vi. 


. jyg, What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drink, 


or where withall ſhall we be clothed ? For after 
all theſe Things do the Gentiles ſeek: for 
your Heavenly Father knoweth, that ye have 
Need of all theſe Thi 
Kingdom of 652 and 4 555 Rig hreouſneſs, and aff 
Thi ng's _ be added unto You, 


An 


good Work, not only for — 


done unto you. Therefore take no Thought, ſay- 


But ſeck ye firft the 


r OO TS TEL 2 


" by 


D 


8 FA 


* 
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4 Av with Regard to their Behaviour to one 
another, he commanded. that all Pride, Info- 


| lence, and Lording it over one another; ſhou d 


be at the utmoſt Diſtance, from them.; in the 
Room whereof they were expected to ſhew 
nothing but the meekeſt Condeſcenſion to one 
another in the meaneſt Offices, and the higheſt 


Inſtances of Kindneſaà and Brotherly Love. 


Te know, ſays our Lord, that the Princes of the zu, x. 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they 25, 27. 
that! are Gerat exerciſe Authority upon them. 
But it ſhall not be ſo among you but whoſoever 

1 l be great: among you; let him be your Mini- 

ter. G And; whoſorter| will be chief among you, 

Jet him be your Servant. I have given yon an vob Ati: 


"Example, that ye ſbou d do, as I haue done to you. 16. 
A new Commandment I give unto you, That ye Juin xiii, 


Jouve one another : As ] have loved you, that ye 3* 35 
Iſo laue one another. By this" ſball all Men 


uomo that he are my Diſciples, if ye have Love 


e. 


Is ſhort, we find few Precepts delivered by 
our Saviour, which were not immediately di- 
rected to the Members of this Society, as the 


Perſons appointed to be the Miniſters and 


Teachers of his Goſpel; and conſequently who 


were expected in a more eminent Degree to l. ii. 


be Examples of all they taught to the reſt of [77 7” 


IV. I2; 
n to them 7. ii. 7, 


againſt the immoral $;.. . 
xiii 7. 


Mankind: leſt that ſhou'd ha 
which St. Paul objected: 


Jew, Thou that teac het another, teacheſt thou 1 pe. v. 
not thy ſelf? For which Reaſon the ſame + W 
Apoſtle thought himſelf obliged to the ſevereſt . 


Du 
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Duties of Mortificatiom and Self-denial,:Left, as 


1 Coy. ix 
27. 


2 Tim. i 
1 


himſelf ſays, by any Means, uuben I have preach- 
ed thi'otber's,” I my 9 fob b Brod Caff:away. 


Andihe læys it down, as à Rule, for every one 


who waz called to this Calling, Nat at all to 


; ent le dimfelf with the oro eu eie 
wess of 


which coud only ſerve to 
. — and. dra _ UN 


N 
He Thi 4 1D Zy Gen 
wn. ik 7 643. | hat 
* * 133 


N 15 ? 
8 — a rid Conformi ry ven cbels Rules 
* their firſt Inſtitution, that St. Naull in the 
N himſelf * his F — — eg 
che 1, cou'd\ boldly to the 
| Dh of their ve Flocks, to evi- 
| dence for them, That they: had given av'Offence 


in any Thing, that the" e ſhnt be blamed. 


In all Things, ſays he, approving. (or as it is in 
the Ongun) CONSTTITUTING;-ORDER- 
ING, or DISPOSING our ſelves TOGETHER, 
as the Miniſters of God: as Perſons to whom 
God had committed the Care and Government 
of his Church, and as fuch were-obliged in all 
their Behaviour to ſhew the'brighteftKxamples 
of that Love and Forbearance, that Meeknefs 
and Humility, that Sincerity and Contempt of 
Worldly Things, that Temperance” and So- 
briety, which ought to be the diftinguiſhing 
Character of every Chriſtian ; but eſpecially of 
their high Profeſſion, whoſe" bid Example 
cou d not but reflect the greateſt Scandal u 


their holy Religion. It is not to be ſuppoſed, 


but unworthy Perſons might ſometimes inſmu- 
ate themſel ves into the Miniſtry, : We have 
an 


ed; or elſe is abuſed or 


_ Deftruffive of Cuniaria nana: 
an loftance of this under the E- ye of our Savi- 
our himſelf, in the Perſon of Judas Icariot. 


But then this cou d not juſtly be charged upon 


the Miniſtry itſelf, as Iang as they wete dili- 


gently ſought after, and zealo 7 excluded 


as ſoon: as detected The Faults of no parti 

cular Member of any Society — 
juſtly charged upon the Office — chat Society, 
than as it is either un oduce the 
good Ends for n it is — edly deſign- 
perverted. to con- 
trary Purpoſes: The former of which muſt 
follow fram a Default in the Inſtitutor ; the 
latter from the Perfidy,. or at leaſt the Inca- 
pacity, of the Perſons — with the Exer- 
ciſe of it, as ſuch. But the ſacred Office, we 
are now treating of, can be ſuppoſed liable to 
no Kind of Blame in the former of theſe Re- 
ſpects; ſince the Bleſſed Inſtitutor of it was 


no leſs than the Eternal Son of God himſelf, 


the Perfection of all Wiſdom and Goodnels : 


who doubtleſs omitted —— on his Part, 
which might be neceſſary to preſent unto him- 


holy, and without Blemiſh. It follows. then, 
that if the Chriſtian Miniſtry or Prieſthood be 
at any Time Faulty, the Blame muſt neceſſa- 
rily all upon the Miniſters themſelves by for- 
ſaking the Rules of their firſt 5 and 
"_ up their own Inventions. 


Now to 2 when, and how far, the Paſt 


tors of the Church may be ———_ 
IDK . is 


rr 
« * 


7 


ſelf a glorious Cburch, not . having Spot or Epb v. ar. 
"Wrinkle or any ſuch Thing; but that it ſhou'd be 
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8 The Preſent Regulation f the CLERGY 

this ReſpeR; it will be requiſite to give A: 

_ fuller Deſeription of the Nature and Deſign 
of their Office, and the Relation they ſtand - 
in to their Head, which is Chriſ. 

Tuts ſelect Society has been ſhewm to con- 
fit of ſuch Perſons only, as were authoriſed - 
13 to be the viſible Miniſters of the Kingdom 
1 which Chriſt came to eftabliſh upon Earth: 
"FE which, like all other well regulated Societies, 
1 was made 2 it 5 of e deres and 
al | rees of Men; ſome being appointed to 
| . = — and others. to obey, agreeable to what 
= St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xii. 28. And that this 
! iſ | Government, in the ſame City at leaſt, was 
1 always lodged in the Hands of one particular 
* A x3;, Perſon, is plain from the Inſtances of St. James 
ul. 17. and Over the Church at Feriſalem, Timothy at 
1% xy 13.19- Epheſus,” Titus in Crete, and the ſeven Angels: 
00 7, i. 5, over the ſeven Churches in Asa all of whom: 
Kt Rev. 1. 20. had'their ſubordinate Clergy: for the per/etting: 
1:1 TL : of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 
TI the edifying "of the Body of Chrift. © Theſe ſpi- | of tt 
171 ritual Governours were in Aſter - times diſtin- | mor 
Þ guiſhed by the Name of Biſhops ; who as they. | © 
1 were deſigned, over their reſpective Colleges 
= of Presbyters and Deacons, to be Patterns of 
1 the moſt perfect Sincerity, Meekneſs, Diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, and Impartiality, for every |. 
Governour to copy after; ſo were they abſo- | 
lutely prohibited from having the leaſt to. | (+: 
232 worldly Honours and Emoluments, ( 
thoſe uſual Temptations which make Gover- vi. x 
nours forget their Duty, The only worldly? , 
a 5 Adyan- A. 34. 
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Every Kingdom in this World muſt have 


' . Deftruftivh of Cuntsrianiry. 


Advantage; if it might be called ſuch, which. 


they received from their Superiority, was 8 


eater Load of Care, and a more eminent 


Fan ole Authority, which theſe Gover- 


', 
* 


nours cou d claim to themſel ves, was the Li- 


berty, (1.) Of performing the external Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God, according to his own 
Appointment: (2.) Of proclaiming the Laws 
and Inſtructions of their great Maſter to Man- 
kind: (3. ) Of inviting and admitting Men in- 
to, and rejecting or excluding them from a 
Fellowſhip with themſelves in that Worſhip : 


(.) Of making nec Laws and Proviſion 


for all-the faregaing Parpoſes. And in all 
theſe Actions they were not to build their 

rt upon any earthly Power whatever; 
but were to be wholly dependent upon God 


alone, from whom they immediately received 
their Authority. As no Perſon was to be en- 


ticed into the Communion of the Church out 
of the leaſt Hope of a temporal Reward, no 
more was any to be retained within the ſame 
out of the leaſt Dread of any Puniſhment in 
the Power of Man to inflict: leſt it ſhou'd ap- 
pear to be a Work of Man and not of God. 


4 


4 F Wa; ** _ PY VT þ 
r 


Re- 


14. Alt ii. 42. Afr xi. 26, MEr xx 7. 


thy Th. 2,8 inn 
| 00 atth. Xx vili. 18-20. Mark xvi. 15. Lale ix. 2. and 10. ; . 


J. Mb. xxviii. 19. At ii. 38, 41. 2 Cor. ii. 6.—8 


ui. 19. Marth. xviii. 18. John xx. 23. 1 Cx, v. 44-7. 1 


XVi. 22. Dt. iii. 


> 1 
(4 ) Marth: an AFs vi: 2, 3. Al, xv. C, zit. IC 


A. 4. 1 C. 14, 33, 42, Gal. vi. 16. 1 Tm i. 3. IIb. i. 3. 


- = 
en, OI an” IS 


10 The Preſent Regulation of the CLERGY 
4 5 Recourſe to worldly Rewards or Puniſhments Go 


1 to oblige Men to their Duty i. e. to ſuch | the 
1 Rewards or Puniſhments as can affect them in ry. 
b- this Life. But in the Kingdom or Church of | for 


F g | Chriſt all ſuch were excluded in any Shape || dee 
1 yon iv. Whatever. The Obedience which he — 2 of 1 


9 24. At ed was to be free as the Will it ſelf, or the 
= Rom. viii, Wiſe it was nothing worth. He wou'd own | upo 
3 27. 17m. no Man as his Subject, who was ſuch upon || tiny 
3 any other Motive than that of his on Con- Chi 
4 ſcience, and the Senſe of what muſt become | brit 
* of him hereafter. Again, it is lawful for an | to 
© earthly King to defend himſelf and his Sub- Goc 
1 | F;ñects by Arms and Force. But fo ; He 
1 Met. xvi. was this to the Intent of the Kingdom of | foe; 
A -g. Chriſt, that he wow'd not permit his Servants | My 
3 to fight; tho” it was for the ſaving of his own | he 
Life, when it was unjuſtly attempted. And | gf n 
ity this he offers as an Argument to 'convince | fery 
8B Alu n vill. Plate, that his Kingdom was not of this | gion 
= 36. Morid. The Kingdom he came to eftabliſk | -,,,, 
3 was of a Nature ſo different from all earthl : 
Kingdoms, that it was to be enlarged by S A 


ferings and Non- reſiſtance. No Weapon was why 
to be uſed, but Prayers and Intreaties; no In- niſte 
tereſt aimed at, but the univerſal Good of | then 
Mankind. No Conqueſt was here to be at- pure 
tempted, but the Conqueſt: of Sin; no Sub- the ] 
miſſion required, but ſuch as was voluntary, gave 
-and the Refult of Mens own free Choice, by not. 
which they obliged themſelves to act ſo as Mat: 
beſt became their rational Ce Bk For | nal 1 

: ce x. Tho, ſays St. Paul, we walk-in the Fleſp, yet | Lord 

. "we 6 ues after. the Flaſb. If Al one 

5 N y __ 9 . = Q- 


to ſuffer from Men either in his B 
| Goods, is not ſuch a Diſciple as Chriſt ſeeks. 


* 


Deftruftive of CunrsrTra NI rr. 
Governours of the Church might have had 


the civil Power, as ſuch, to aſſiſt them to car- 


ry on their Work, it was abſolutely unlawful 


for them to accept it. Such Helps might in- 


deed have very much enlarged the Number 
of the outward Profeſlors of Chriſtianity, : but 
then all thoſe Profeſſors, who were made ſuch 
upon no other Grounds, had better have con- 
tinued at their own Option. He, who is a 
Chriſtian upon no other Motive than by bein 

bribed to it, or out of a Fear of being expoſ 

y or 


He wants no ſuch Converts, how formidable 


ſoever his Church may thereby appear for 


Multitudes in the Eyes of the World. For 
wherever ſuch Means are uſed, for the Sake 
of making Proſelytes to Chriſtianity, they only 
ſerve to render Men Hypocrites in their Reli 


Rom, xvi. 


gion, and are directly contrary to that Obedi--26. Hel. 


ence of Faith, which Chriſtianity requires. 


An p this doubtleſs was one great Reaſon 
why our Saviour ſo ſtrictly prohibited the Mi- 
niſters ot his Church from ever aſſuming to 
themſelves the leaſt Authority, which was 
purely temporal ; as a Thing quite contrary to 
the Deſign of their Miniſtry. For which he 
gave them his own Example, when he wou'd 
not, be ſeen to intermeddle in the ſmalleſt 
Matter, which was left to an earthly Tribu- 


nal to decide ; tho' himſelf was the abſolute 


Lord of both Heaven and Earth. For when 


my 


— 
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ne did but ſay unto him , Maſter, ſpeak unto Lk X17. 
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; r Cor. I. 


my Brother that he divide the Inheritance with 


de: his Anſwer was, Man, who made me a 
"Fudge or a Divider over yu? Nay, he mee 
2 himſelf up to be unjuſtly ſentenced t 

eath by the ſame Authority, 

ing the leaſt Reſiſtance ; w en it was in his 
Power to have deſtroyed all the Powers upon 
Earth With the Breath of his Mouth. Nor 
wou'd he admit of any ſuch Defence-to pre- 
Ferve the Purity of his Doctrine againſt the 
Attempts of Hereticks and Seducers. He had 
committed the Keys of his Church to the 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, obliging them 


to exclude all ſuch: And further than this 


they ſhou'd not go, but leave the reſt to him; 
Yhat 15 Ng 10 Ion d Cory in his Preſence. . 


Tur oe then of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood was, as fuch, to have its entire Depen- 
dence” upon, and be accountable to Chriſt 
alone; that it might be always a ſtanding 
viſible Monument to the World of God Al- 


: mighty y's eſpecial Care and Protection over 
Tuc 


As faithfully rely upon him in Obedience 
to his Will. It was from Chriſt himſelf chat 
the Governours of this Society derived their 


Authority, who declared he woud always be 


with them. And he, who knew all Things, 
Knew What Di ficulties and Dangers they ſhou'd 
have to contend with, both from withvir and 
from among | themſelves.” But yet he wou'd 
allow them no other Weapon to defend them- 
Tfelves with, but their Innocence and Inte- 


Jam: xv. 4. Brity: bid in me, ſays he, and Fin you. 


A1. 


' without offer- 


3 


LESsrrren.s 8 


a 
2 
2 


* 
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Ar the n itſelf, ar 
cept it abide in the Fint'; no more can y 4 except 


ye abide in me. This was tobe the 8 upon Mar. xvi. 
which he determined to mild bis Church, and 18. 


he-procmiſed. that the Gates of Hell. ſbou d not 
"= But if Ti 
prevail againſt it —.—— 2 


ſhou'd betray up, or 
he gave them ſecular = or 
to divide their Love between him and 


2 Rival in their AﬀeQions, but at 
the ſame Time wou'd affuredly withdraw his 


Love from them, . 


Fruit of their own. Way. A remarkable In- 


ſtance of. which we have in the DefeQion of 


the Church in Aa; where our Lord thus 
threatens that Branch of it planted at Epheſus : 


therefore from whence thou art fallen,. and re- 
pent and do ti ſinſt Works; or elſe I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candle- 
Pick out Ul its. Place, mee thou repent. 


H. e We may obſerve, de little Reaſon 
the Church militant had at any Time to pre- 
ſume her own Infallibility, upon Ac- 
count * abſolute Promiſe She had recei- 
we from Chriſt. The Church univerſal, like 
individual Member of her, was always 


wh in a dependent State; and cou'd pre- 


ſume no otherwiſe to hope for the more ex- 
3 Protection and Aſſiſtance of God, 
than as ſhe kept up to his Conditions. But if 


The had receiyed any ſuch abſolute W 


$--5 % 


of this World ; he declared he wou'd 


Thon- baft forſaken thy firf# Love. Remember Rev. ii. f. 
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r4 The Preſent Regulation of the CLERGT 
ſhe wou'd have had it fo far in her own Power 
to depend upon: herſelf, and be-ſelf-ſufficient. 
A State which Man through his natural Pride 
has ever been prone to aſpire aſter. This was 
the Cauſe of our firſt Parents unhappy Fall; 
and wherever it is pretended to by any Church, 
there cannot be a ſurer Sign given of its deep 
Degeneracy. For a Witneſs of which, at this 
Day, we need only turn our Eyes upon that 
abhorred Spectacle, which Chriſtianity makes, 
as dreſſed up by the Sons of Rome. A Spec- 
tacle which no pious Chriſtian can look upon 
without breaking forth into the Lamentation 
of the Prophet: How is the faithful City be- 
18d. i. ar. come an Harlat! it was full of Fudgment, 
Righteouſneſs lodged in it, but now Murderers. 


To paſs by the many other monſtrous 

Abuſes, which have crept into that Church ; 

Lale ix. Who cou'd imagine that Men wou'd ever at- 
54:-56- tempt to reconcile the Love, Forbearance, 
'22,--:4. Gentleneſs and Humility of Chriſtianity with 
a bloody Inquiſition? and in the Room of the 
beautiful Spouſe of Chriſt ſet up a frightful 
Meduſa, whole very Aſpe& is enough to ter- 

rify and amaze the Beholders into Stones. 

We are not ignorant that theſe Perſons do 
uſually produce the Inſtances of St. Peter's 

At v. i- Sentence upon Ananias and Sapphira, and St. 


A. << Pals _ Elymas the Sorcerer, to juſtify 


their barbarous Cruelty upon all whom the 
are pleaſed to condemn as Hereticks: As if 
this were a ſufficient Warrant for them to call 
in the ſecular Power to puniſh ſuch as have 
| | never 


in the ſaid Inſtances can be fu 


then be as harmleſs as they 


greateſt Diſhonour upon the Religion he came 


| .) Deftruftive CMNISTIANX ITT. 


never committed the leaſt 


apparent Offence 
againſt it. Whereas all, that thoſe Apoſtles 


= pF - * 


d, to do, Was 


they themſelves wou'd never preſume, to in- 
flict ſuch Puniſhments, but. by ſuch Means; 
we might ſafely rely upon it, they wou 

| ey are now terrible. 
For they, who have thus renounced their De- 
pendence upon God, have the leaſt Reaſon of 


any Perſons in the World to expect chat he 
ſhou d vindicate their Authority in ſo extra- 


ordinary a Manner. This is not only a flat 
Contradiction to the Spirit and Dekien of 
Chriſtianity, but one of the groſſeſt Inſtances 
of the wretched Fallibility of that Church, 
which yet is ſo blind as to boaſt her ſelf to be 
appears from the whole Tenor of the Goſpel 
that God is no leſs jealous of admitting a Rival 
to ſhare with him in the Support of his Church, 
than he was of admitting other Gods with him 
under the Law. The whole Doctrine of our 


holy Religion conſiſts in teaching us to walk 


according to our Dependence upon God: and 1 Sen. xv. 

in a Chriſtian Senſe. every Removal of our 55 Eph. 
dence from thence upon created Beings Gl. ti. 5. 

is a Species of Idolatry. For the Church her- . iv. 4. 


ſelf therefore to have Recourſe to humane 
Force or Art for compelling or retaining Men 


within her Boſom, is an Idolatry of the black- 


eſt Kind. It is a downright Apoſtacy from 


her Dependence upon Chriſt, and reflects the 


1 8 
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16 The Prifemt'Riogulation of the GLERGT 
into the Work te eflabliſh, by making as if 
that eb ꝰ d not he lept * che World, but 
oy te vile Helps: | this 
fowl deen of Mane ines am Ber ko: 
ftance of her Idolary, euern en b 
ing Sammet and magen. | 10 b. 
1 in n eee ier 


. we may Aber, what links 


Right the Biſhop of Roa has to the Exerciſe 
of his twWo Swords; or even 2 


Eccleſiaſtical Perſon to concern · himſelf wit 
the Civil Authority, upon any Account what- 
ever. The Ecclefiaſtical Sword, as it is called, 
reaches no farther chan to What barely per- 
tains tothe Conditions of retaining Men 
or excluding them out of the Pale do 
Church; the-reft being leſt entirely to God. 
Nor is it juſt chat any Delinquent in this Ne- 
ſpect ou d be expoſed to Puniſſimens from 
Men, either in his Body or Goods; unleſs his 
Offenee be alſs of ſuch a Nature as "wou'd fall 
| Hfanee of the civil 1 
whether there were 4 Chriſtian C or not. 
—_ the Religion of a Nation is preſump- 
tuouſly blaſphemed or affronted, and when 
Mens temporal Rights and Properties are in- 
- vaded, or the worldly Welfare of humane 
Society any Way diſturbed ; here it belongs 
to the civil Magiſtrate to ſee Things reQified, 
ew, xiii. WBO is the proper Minifer off Godin theſe 
4 Reſpetts, and ought not to hear the Sword in 
vain. But if he refuſe to do his , the 
Church has no Authority to compel bim by 

— bamane Force; but, when all other. 2 
ean | 


* +.m & = 


\T 


* Z F ABENA q YE PET OY —TWY > 


& 


"$3. 


0 


Duni of Curteriasi n. 1 I 
Means are ineffectual, the Matter muſt be re- * 
ferred to God, ho, if Juſtice be not d ne in A 
this World, will not fail to do it himſelf in \ 


the next. Our Lord deſigned his Church, as 


ſuch, to have its Dependence abſolutely upon 


himſelf alone ; bur every 


the Church being alſo a Member of ſome civil 


| veſted his 


ety,” he left it in that Reſpect to depend 
| a0 aldi upon the civil Power. He in- | 
poſtles and their Sueceflors with 


all chat e Authority which was neceſ- 


fary for t 


e Government of his Church; ap- 
—— them and them alone, as his viſible 


epreſentatives upon Earth in that Reſpect; 


but in every other Ref 


„ which related to 


the temporal Government of the World, they 


were to continue as de 


dent upon, and have 


as little to do with the civil Authority, as 
the meaneſt Subject. And the Reaſon of the 
Thing requires that it ſhou'd be fo. The 


Eeclefiaſtical and civil Authority were of ſo 


different a Nature, that they cou'd not be 
lodged in the fame Hands without corrupting 
one another; therefore under the Chriſtian' 
Diſpenſation they were always to be kept ſe- 


parate. For the civil Magittrate is obliged 0 
by his Office to entangle himſelf in worldly "0 
Affairs: for the Advantage of Men in this = 
Life; but on the quite contrary every Eccle- = | 
fiaſtical Perſon is obliged not to entangle him- 2 Nm ii. 4. 4 
% in the ſame, that he may be mote at 1 
Leiſure to prepare them for the Life to come. 43 
And as 7 ought to put afunder what” 1 
God bath joined 8 no more ought any 7 | 
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#3 The Preſent Regulation of the CLERGY 


to join together what God and the Nature of 
lu. vi. ac. the Thing have thus ſeparated. No Servant, even 
 -* fays our Saviour, can ſerve two Maſters, for || fitio 
either he will hate the one and love the other, | tho! 
or elſe he will hold to the one and deſpiſe the | ont) 
other. Te cannot ſerve God and Mammon. || but 


Hz ze cou'd then be no Room for Suſpi- | inno 
cion that the firſt Teachers of the Goſpel, in | witk 
any Country, had a Deſign to uſurp the Au- ger 
thority of the ſecular Magiſtrate : And as to | tem 
any Tie which ghey — 7 might lie un- | WO 
der, as natural Subjects of the ſame, the ex- ers t 
E Command of God was enough to ſuper- Con 

ede that. And the unqueſtionable Miracles | Pun 
they were impowered to perform, was a fla- Ane 
5 Proof of their Divine Commiſſion, and | then 
eft their Oppoſers without the leaſt Shadow | who: 
of Excuſe. Accordingly we find they went || Ha, 
on in the Diſcharge of their Duty, without | To 
asking Licence for it from any civil Magi - one 
ſtrate whatever. And when they were ſtrict-¶ fre 
ly prohibited by the ſame Authority, their Peac 
only Anſwer was in this juſt Expoſtulation, | each 
aner. 10. M het her it be right in the Sight of God, to] fo u 
19: hear ken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. cou 
If they cou'd not have given theſe miraculous} the) 
Proots, it had, no Doubt, been the Duty off van! 
the civil Magiſtrate to have zealouſly endea- Me 

voured the Suppreſſion of ſuch Pretenders. did 
But when on the contrary it ſo manifeſtly ap- to tl 


* 


peared that the Finger of God was in all they ben 
Aid; as Gamahel rightly argued, It was their r = 
A, v. Duty to ſubmit, tf haply they ſhou'd be found thei 
38, 39- | eve char 


fitions miade 


World cou'd afford. They taught their Hear- 
ers to be ſubje& not only for Wrath, but alſo gi, win 


Deftruftive of CuIISTIAII Tv. 19 
even to fight againſt God. But all ſuch Oppo- | 


| by the- civil Magiſtrate againſt 
thoſe firſt Teachers of the Goſpel were nut 


only a preſumptuous Fighting againſt God, 


but a ſtupid Fighting againſt themſelves. For 
the Authority which was exerciſed by theſe 
innocent Perſons was fo far from interfering 


with the civil Authority, that it was a ſtron- 


ion to their 
temporal Governours, than any which this 


ger Tie to keep Men in ſubjecti = 


9 


Conſcience ſake; not only out of à Fear of 1-3. 
Puniſhment in this World, but in the next. 55 rag 
And upon every Occafion they 'exhorted _ 
them to render to all their Dues; Tribute to g . 
whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, EY 
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour : ?'. 
To defraud no Man; To be kindly affefttioned 6. * 
one fo another with brotherly Love, in Honour Ron. xii. 
preferring one another: And to lead a quiet and 2 :: . 
peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty; 1 The iv. 
each Man ftudying to do his own Bufmeſs, and 

to work with his own Hands. Nor in all this 

cou'd they ſtir up any Perſon's Jealouſy, as if 

they had the leaſt Aim after temporal Ad- 
vantage. They endeavoured to make all 

Men Diſciples to their Religion; but they 

did it in ſuch a Manner as made it apparent 

to the World, that they ſought not theirs but, c. xii. 
them. They coveted no Man's Silver or Gold, — 
or Apparel, but laboured Night and Day with 33 
their own Hands, that inſtead of becoming . Din 
chargeable to any * might miniſter 34,31. 
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22 The Preſent Regulation of the C LER GT 
 -the Neetffitics of others, Nay, whenever they 
1 Cor: iv. were called to it, they-meekly gave them- 
* ſelves up to the cruelleſt Deaths, in Teſti 
mony of the Truth and Importance of what 
they taught. Ts LS Br , 


- So great was the Zeal of the firſt Converts 

to Chriſtianity, that the Layety as well as 
Clergy kept in continual Society together, and 
4 f. had all Things. common, and ſold their. Poſſe 
ons and Goods, and parted, them to all Men, 

as every. Man bad Need. Now tho? this. was 
not to be a ſtanding Rule to the Layety, as 

| feveral of our late Anabaptiſts are reported to 
have taught z yet that it was always: fo hold 
with the Clergy is plain from their conſtant 
Practice afterwards, as long as Chriſtianity 
continued in its Purity. When Biſhops were 
appointed to certain Diſtricts, it is known that 
each of theſe with his ſubordinate Presbyters | Law 
and Deacons lived all together in the lame ] the. 
College or Family. By which Means they ende 
were kept continually under the Eye of their | Hol 
Governour, and cou'd have the Advantage of By 
one anothers mutual Helps and Inſtructions || tute: 
2b, x, 24, £0 provoke ane another unto Love, and to all good || rior 

| Works. And the Maintenance of theſe reli- | [Dep 
 _ ious. Bodies was ſo ordered that no Man || ever 
couv'd have the leaſt Temptation to thruſt him- | Mai 

{elf into their Office, - for the ſake of gratify- | nate! 

ing his Indolence, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, tion 

ar any other wicked. Inclination. To ſupply || one 

the mere Wants and Neceſſities of Nature, | Port 

I vi.4. and to have their Children brought up in ch ther 


Nur: 


4 * 
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Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, was the % 
utmoſt worldly Riches and Honour, which N 


And he, who was known to have any other 

ſecular Views in entering himſelf into the Mi- 9 
niſtry » Was for that very Reaſon judged hi bly | | i 
unworthy of it, and rejected with the ſame 9 
Indignation and Abhortence, with which t. 00 
Peter rejected Simon Magus; eſteeming ſuch a N 
one to be in the very Gall of Bitterneſs, and in a vii, 4 


Ons indiſpenſible Office of every Clergy- 9 
man, as has been ſaid, was to be» tiving by =. 
ſtance of that Self-denial and Renunciation of | 
the World, which was required from all - 
Chriſtians in whatever ſhou d ſtand-in Oppoſi- | 
tion to their Duty. It was therefore neceſſary Y 
that the Clergy, as ſuch, ſhow'd be tied up bY ; 
Laws made peculiarly for that Purpoſe. And | 

the Apoſtles with their firſt Succeſſors were 

endowed with a competent Portion of the _ 
Holy Spirit to be in ſuch Caſe their Director: | 
By whom, among other Things, it was inſti- 1 
tuted That the Diſtinction of Superior and Infe- 1 
rior in the Miniffry ſbou d not have the leaff 
Dependence upon ſecular Advantages: But that | 9 
every Biſhop and his Clergy hond have their , 
Maintenance in common, d indiſcrimi- 
nately, as every Man bad Need. No Diſtinc- 
tion was allowed to be made in allotting any 
one Man, to his own private Uſe, a greater 
Portion of this common Property than ano- 
a by 08 IPOLIINS" MER 
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12 The Preſent Regulation of the CLERGY © 
Fellows. The loweſt: had an equal Right 
with the higheſt to what was needful for the 
Mants of Nature; and if the higheſt ſought 

for more, it cou'd only ſerve to diſcover how 

5. ill he deſerved the Pre. eminence he had ac- 

quired. _ 1% ISO et , NA 

| Scones Ap even after the Empire was become 

ft Ec-Chriſtian, when the State had provided for the 

5. c. J. Maintenance of the Clergy, yet among many 

bdther Canons of Councils for die Regulation, 

Cencil. it was in ſome Places ordained that Miniſters 

2 ſhou'd be obliged to earn their Living by ſome 

51,52,5;, honeſt Trade; at the ſame Time not omitting 


Anno the Duties of their proper Function: that the 


56. Church might be better able to ſupply out of 
the common Stock to the Neceſſities of the 

Concil, Poor and Diſtreſſed. And that Churchman 
games was eſteemed guilty. of the blackeſt Sacrilege, 
35, 33. who ſhou'd purchaſe an Eſtate out of the Re- 
g. 419. Venues of the Church to his own private Uſe, 
or for the enriching of his Family. It was 
always a Maxim with them, that The Revenue 

of the Church was the Patri mony of the Poor. 
Rather therefore than the Poor ſhou'd want, 

the Clergy were obliged to work for their 
Bread; being at the fame Time reſtrained 

Conc from all Traffck, Lending Money upon Int ereſt, 


Cano, and every diſhoneſt Callinr. And every ſuch 
Anno * Perſon 5 — the Miniſtry ich a 
neil. competent Eſtate of his own, was either 
ent. obliged to quit that Eftate or totally reſign 
3 his own Right to any Part of the Churche's 
538. Revenue; the holding of which, in ſuch 
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_  Defiruflize of Cunisrianity. 
Caſes, being ever looked upon as a facrilegious 


Robbery of the Poor. That this was the 
Diſcipline of the Primitive Church we have 
the Teſtimony of an African Father, even as 


late as the latter End of the fifth Century 1 
who, when he comes to remind Ecclefiaſtics Ms; 

of their Duty, informs them, That they who Se Bf: 
enter into the Number of the Clergy ought to re- Lory 
nounce their Eft ates, ſell all and give to the Poor; Hesfeiaſ- 
content ing themſelves with the Revenues of the Writers, 
Church, which they ought not to poſſeſs as their Vol. 4 


own, being only properly the Manager's of them : 
That tbey ought” to think the Revenues of the 
Church to be the Vows of the Faithful, the Atone- 
ment for Sins, and the Patrimony of the Poor : 
So that they ought not to appropriate them to 
themſelves, as properly belonging to them, but to 
diſtribute them to the Poor, as a Truſt : That 
the Minifters of the Church have no Right to 
them, but under the Title of Poverty; and if 
they are rich otherwiſe, and yet live of the 
Revenues of the Ghurch, they rob the Poor: 
That they, who ſuppoſe 270 Revenues of the 
Church to be a Reward for their Service, deceive 
themſelves by expecting temporal Rewards for 
that which deſerves eternal : T hat they who have 
an Eftate ought to be ſo far from living at the 
Charge of the Church, that they ought to impart 
their Incomes to the Church, without being in the 
leaft proud of it. — 


How can we then forbear admiring that 
ardent Zeal for the Glory of God, that ten-, 


der Love of Souls, that generous Contempt 
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24 The Preſent Regulation of the CLERGY 
of earthly Things, and that abſolute Depen- 
dence upon Got which was ſhewt by theſe 

- firſt Ambaſfadors of Chriſt ? O glorious State 


of the Church of Chriſt, while adorned with 


_ . ſuch ſhining Lights! O happy People, who 
were under the Condutt of ſuch Guides to 
lead them into the Paths of Salvation! And, 

O much more happy Guides, who by thus 
fighting the good Fight of Faith had each 

1 Crown of Righteouſneſs prepared for him, at 
nd he Day of his Diſſolution! So far was the 
Miniſtry from all Fear of fuffering Diſcredit 

in ſuch Hands, that by their worthy Exerciſe 


of it, the whole Church at large appeared 
| of a 


like a delightful Garden in the midft of a 
howling Wildernefs, ' whoſe ſweet Fragrancy 

diffuſed itſelf to the Ends of the Earth. Then 

os had the ac fs od in oy Beauty of his 
le Spouſe; the Gentiles ſaw her Righteouſneſs, 
Welle. and all K. s- ber Glory. And all this bete 
primitive Shepherds of the Flock af Chrift 
er by a ſteady Adherence in their 

ce to the Rules and Precepts, which their 

great Maſter had left them; who has com- 
manded his Bleſſing always to attend upon 

his own Inſtitutions. | 


Now when the Clergy became too corrupt 


to be guided by theſe Rules; as is uſual in 
ſuch Caſes, what they had no Mind to per- 
torm, they endeavoured to repreſent as alto- 
gether impracticable. And the moſt ſpe- 
cions Argument they produce for that Pur- 
poſe, at preſent, is by urging, That if ſuctr 
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*  Deffruftive of CHRISTIAN Ir. 235 6 
2 Levelling of the Revenues of the Church 1 
ſe were made in our Days, it wou'd be the 
te ready Way to deter all Men of Merit from 
h ever entering among the Clergy. For what 
10 Reward, ſay they, wou'd this be for all the 
to | Expences of their Education? And what En- 
d, || couragement ſhou'd we have for any Perſon 
us to endeavour to excel others in Learning; i 
ch when he knew that as to any temporal Ad- 1 
at vantage, this cou'd raiſe him no higher than WW 
* the moſt illiterate of his Brethren? But theſe | 
fr | Arguers, how learned ſoever . may be in | 
ſe | ſome Reſpects, it is evident, do by ſuch Ar- _ 
ed | guments betray the moſt wretched Ignorance 
"a nin the Nature and Spirit of Chriſtianity ; and 
cy conſequently are far from being qualified 
en | themſelves for that Pre-eminence, which they 
his | ſo ambitiouſly ſeek after. For we have ſeen 
ſs, that all fuch Views ought to be the fartheſt 
fs | removed from a Clergyman of any Perſon 
4. Whatever. And there is not a ſurer Sign 1 
eir | which a Man may be known, in that Reſpect, 


eir to have no Deſerts, than his aiming to be f 
m- thus prefer'd above his Brethren, as the due a 
on | Reward of his Deſerts. This Regulation w 
iI || therefore can only be ſuppoſed to be a Baniſh- : 
| ment of ſuch Encouragements to Learning, as 4 
ape | are altogether unworthy of a Clergyman ta a 
in ſtand in need of. It is indeed a ſetting all Ec- 1 


er- | Cleſiaſtics upon the ſame Level in a temporal 
5 Reſpect; but this is no more than what the 
pe- Nature of their Office requires, among whom 


ur- all Diſtindion of Order is purely {piritual. | 
1 wall | D Beer | 
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Bor I affirm that the ancient Apoſtolical 
Scheme for a Community of Maintenance 
among the Clergy. is a much more rational 
Way for promoting Learning among them, 
than the preſent. For (not to inſiſt upon the 
Advantages of Learning this wou'd give them 
from their continual Society with one another) 
who, that has the leaſt Spark of Chriſtianity, 
can forbear owning, that if the Clergy were 
thus ſtrictly kept up to the primitive Pattern 
and Diſci line, their: unblameable Lives and 
unwearied Zeal in the Service of God wou'd 
have a vaſtly greater Influence over their 
People, than they have at preſent? The 
Conſequence of which muſt. be, to render 
Sir — Office lovely and amiable in the 
Sight of all Men. And if theſe were Mo- 


tives ſufficient to raiſe ſo many learned Men, 


as Fuſtin Martyr, Ireneus, Clemens of Alexan- 
dria, Tertullian, Origin, C yprian, and innume- 
rable others, to eſpouſe the Cauſe of Ohriſt, 
at a Time when for a Man to profeſs himſelf 
a Chriſtian was to expoſe not only his Eſtate 
but his Life to the Mercy of every Informer; 
then how much ſtronger muſt the ſame Mo- 
tives be to continue a learned. Clergy in our 
Age; when they are ſo far from being ſub- 
jected to the like Calamities, that the Civil 
Power has provided them with a comfortable 
Maintenance, if it were diſtributed in any due 


Proportion? And when all Men ſaw ſuch a 


regular Diſtribution of the Revenues of the 
Church among the Clergy ; what an Encou- 
ragement wou'd this be for them to give a 
2 5 ſuit- 
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Deftruftive. of CHRISTIAN IT y. 
ſuitable Education to ſuch of their Children, 
as they found that Way inclined, in Compa- 


riſon to that Injuſtice and Rapine, which has 


ſo far prevailed, as to render that Society a 
Mock and a een which was intended to 
mw Pattern for eyery other Society to copy 


Bor again, [ affirm, that the preſent Re- 
gulation of the Revenues of the Church, as 
managed among us, has a neceſſary Tendence 


to make 4 corrupt and immoral Clergy ; and 


conſequently to produce all that Infidelity and 
Contempt of Religion, which has ſo great a 
Share in the Wickedneſs of the preſent Age. 
For when the Office of an Ecclefiaſtic is ac- 
companied with an Opportunity of worldly 
Riches, Eaſe, and Grandeur; this naturally 
puts fuch Perſons upon ſeeking after it, who 
make thoſe*Things their only Aim, and con- 
ſequently will omit na Means, however baſe 
and vile, to attain their Ends. Hence it muſt 
in Time come to paſs, that the Government 
of the Church of Chriſt it ſelf, ſhall be wholly 
guided by worldly Friendſhip and Intereſt ; 
and they, who have the ſmalleſt Share of 
Chriſtianity themſelves, ſhall be entruſted 
with the principal Management of it. The 
Senſe of the wretched Corruption of humane 
Nature may convince us, that without an ex- 
traordinary Aſſiſtance from Heaven nothing 
can prevent the Church under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances from falling into this State. But our 


Saviour has declared, that at what Time ſo- 
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28 The Preſent Regulation of the C LER GT 
ever the Teachers of the: Goſpel ſhou'd thus | ſiaſ 
apoſtatize from their true Dependence, - he | Ha 
wou'd at the ſame Time withdraw that A. || the 
ſiſtance from them. And to ſhew that he || it. 


was as good as his Word, he gave a convincing 
Proof, when he actually took away from them ¶ ſuc 


. 1 the Power of working Miracles, as ſoon as (in 
10 N ever they began thus to join other Gods with oft 
= him in his Service. . 3 the 
„ 2 1 wg He 

Bad |. Wnoxvrx reads the Hiſtory of the Church | har 

1 we may perceive, that while her Miniſters kept | tim 
* deyoutly up to the Plan of Diſcipline, which | tha 


14 was leſt them by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, wor 
5 they were able to prove the Truth of their Per 


= | holy Religion by ſuch ſenſible Works as were frot 
bt above the Power of Nature to perform. And pro 

1 we know, that no temporal Chayge without a que 

1 — new Revelation, cou'd warrant any Perſon to Th 

{i make the ſmalleſt Alteration in this Plan. the 


But when the State began to change its Perſe- of 
cutions of Chriſtianity into Fayours and En- in v 
couragements; then the crafty Enemy of Souls 
perceived he had another Game to play: And 
„ a woeful Experience ſhewed, that he did tha 
Tak more” Miſchief to the Church of God by the tefli 
1 gilded Baits of temporal Honours and Emolu - tho 
ments, than eyer he was able to effect by open piſt 
Force. He ſoon with an accurſed Ploatare 
beheld the Miniſters themſelves eagerly hunt 
ing after and ſwallowing down the Poiſon he 
had laid for them; the Conſequence of which 
was, that the Spirit of God proportionably 
Forloak them : fill at length the whole Ecele; 


Cr Re I. 7, - 


Deftruftive of Cnxis7Tianiey. 


Hands of ſuch Perſons as ſought it purely for 
the Sake of the earthly Advantages attendin 

it. And what Wonder was it, when the Ad- 
miniſtration of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs fell into 
ſuch Hands; if the miſtaken Piety of Princes 
(in admitting ſuch to a Participation with them 


of their Authority) ſhou'd in the End turn to 


their own Hurt, as the Event proved it did? 
He who nouriſhes a Viper in his Boſom will 
hardly miſs of being bit by it. Corruptio op- 
timi eff peſſima ; Of all Sorts of Corruption, 
that of the beſt Thing is ever found to be the 
worſt: And the more Divine and Holy any 


Perſon has formerly been; when he departs 


from his Innocence, the nearer does he a 
proach to the Nature of a Devil, and 1 4 
R will be guilty of the blackeſt Crimes. 


hen did the Glory depart from {ſrael; and 1 Sam. iv. 
the Church of Chriſt was reduced to the State 
of Samſon, who, after he had loſt thoſe Locks 3. Ages xvi. 
in which his great Strength was placed, became 17. 


weak. like any other Man. Henceforward we 


hear no more of the Supernatural Effects of 
that Divine Power, which attended the Pro- 


feſſion of the Name of Chriſt, unleſs it be in 
thoſe ſhameful Legends' invented by the Pa- 
piſts to ſupport their pretended Infallibility, 


and impole upon the credulous Multitude. 
Chriſtianity was become too corrupt for God 
Almighty to manifeſt his Regard tor it by ſo 
glotious a, Teſtimony. There is an accurſed 7ob. vii. 
od 4 bing in the: Midſt of thee, O Iſrael ; thou cant . 
n 1 55! 21040 


faſtical Power (borreſco referens) fell into the | 


ame 
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not tand before thine Enemies, until ye take 


away he acc urſed Thing 1 rom among you. | | 


Ws know that this Loſs of the Power of 
Miracles to the Church is endeavoured to be 


repreſented as no Loſs, but quite agreeable to 
the End of the Chriſtian Diſpeiſation,” Bur 
the beſt Arguments offered for this Purpoſe 


are ſo trifling and impertinent, not to ſay 
worſe, that they only ſerve to diſcover the 
wretched: Poverty of the Plea. - And when 
we behold how greedy notwithſtanding all 


Sects of Chriſtians are to lay hold of every 


Shadow of Miracle to countenance their own 


Opinions; who can forbear ſuſpecting, that all 
ſuch Endeavours to cry down the Neceſſity of 


Miracles in the preſent Age, is only like the 
Fox's reviling the Grapes in the Fable, when 


he found he cou d not come at them 


Bur rejecting all ſuch miſerable Subterfuges 
to conceal the Shame of our Chriſtianity, it 


were much better that the Governours of the 


Church, to whoſe Province it belongs, wou d 


zealouſly endeavour after a thorough Re- 
formation of the Chriſtian Miniſtry to its pri- 


F. iv. 6. 
Pf lxxx. 
' + { 

Pſ-Ixxxix. 
49. 


Abuſes received from Rome. But yet in "ny 
| of 


-mitive Standard. Then might we hope 
God wou d Once more lift up the Light of bis ;« ; 


his former loving Kindneſs. 


that 


Countenance upon us, and viſit. the Vineyard 


which his own right Hand hath planted with 


knowledged,. that a Reformation has been 
made in theſe Kingdoms of ſeveral groſs 


It muſt be ac- 


43; 
3 4 Fr 
2” 4% os 


traced this a little, - 


of Diſcipline this is done fo imperk Aly, or 
rather in ſome Caſes for the worſe; that we 


have given the Papiſts ſufficient Reaſon for re- 
>; us with the Nick-name of the Preten- 


1 Reformed.- And the Church of England - 


herſelf makes a tacit Acknowledgment of as 
much in her Preface: to the Office of Com- 
mination. We are there informed. of the 


godly Diſcipline of Penance, which was uſed in 


the primitive Church, in the Beginning of Lent ; 
the Reſtoration of which is ſaid to be a Thing 
much to be wiſhed. Now if the Reſtoration of 
this Diſcipline was: ſo defireable to our firſt 
Reformers ; pray, what was the Reaſon that 
they cou'd not bring this about as well as 
other Things? The Anſwer I gueſs will be, 
that The State of the Church at that Time cou'd 
not bear it. No more it is to be feared will 
this Topic bear further Examination by any 
one, without his being thought ſomewhat too 
inquifitive. Hem, r Juid ho- 
rum attigeris, Ulcus eff, However, I think 
one ought to be ſatisfied in the Caſe. What 
Obſtacle then was it, which laid in the Way 


of thoſe firſt Reformers, to hinder them from 


ſo good a Work ? 4 5 when we have 
we ſhall find the Blame 


thrown upon the Conſtitution, or Union (as 


it is termed) of the Church with the State; 


which by the Way is no great Complement 
to ſuch Union. But as ſoon as we come to 
enquire into the Nature of this Union, it will 
appear that by the Church is here only meant 
that temporal Authority, which ſhe had _ 
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ed in the Times of her Corruption; and thoſe 
rich Lands and Livings, which ſhe had recei- 
ved from the Bounty of the State. The for- 
mer of which has been ſhewn by no Means to 
belong to her ; and for the latter ſhe was al- 
ways intended to be wholly dependent upon 
the State. But theſe Morſels, it ſeems, were 
too ſweet for the Clergy to loſe at the Ex- 
pence of a thorough Reformation. Therefore 
rather than render back to Ceſar the Things 
that are Ceſar's, the Difference muſt be com- 
pounded ; and if a Convenience can't agree 
with Chriſtianity, Chriftianity muſt be made 
to agree with a Conyenience. We have ſeen 
that the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Authority are Hels 3 
ſo different in Nature, that they can never be th 


united together without Hurt to both. One flect 


e fee eee Re- 
rmation was, for the C to have reſtgn- 
ed all that civil Authority into the Hands of 
its proper Owner, which their Popiſh Prede-F 
ceſſors had uſurped to give Sanction to their 
ſpiritual Cenſures, and have ſtripped them 
Gves as bare of it, as they were E by our 


” 
o 


Saviour and his Apoſtles. And in Conſe 

uence of this we ſhou'd have ſeen a happy 
Extirpation of all thoſe iniquitous Courts ande 
Inquiſitions, which have turned the Diſcipline 
of the Church into the Deſtruction of Chril- 
tianity; and can hardly otherwiſe merit their 
aſſumed Title of Spiritual, than as they are 


ſubſervient to the Deſigns of the Spirit 9 
Darkneſs.” ad 9607, 1650 20 the 
TR lan to 


8 x Deftruftive of CuntsTIANI TY. 3 

ei. Tux next neceſſary Step to a thorough Re- 

r- formation was, to regulate, according to the 

to] primitive Model, the Revenues which the 

a}. Tate had allotted for the Maintenance of the 

Clergy. - This wou'd have left a Sufficiency 

ere for every one; and at the ſame Time have ef. 

Ex- Ifectually removed all Temptations for ſuch 

fore Ferſons to thruſt themſelves into the Miniſtry, 

ings 0 have no other End but to fatisfy their 

888 Idleneſs, Luxury, Covetouſneſs, Ambition 

gree and Pride. Vices, which are become ſo pre- 

de dominant among the Chriſtian N. as to 

ſoen Rive ſufficient Occaſion for that Scoff of Inſi- 

els and Atheiſts; that Pric/s of all Religions 1 

r bee the ſame. It is indeed melancholy to re- F 

One ect what infinite Scandal is brought upon the 7 

Re- Pnly true Religion upon Earth, by having the = 

ſigns N of her Myſteries committed to the 1 co. iy, = 

ds off ruſt of ſuch unworthy Perſons: And ſuch *- . = 

rede. N will for the moſt Part be impoſſible to woep . 

their from, while the Revenues of the Churc Ny 

chem re diſtributed as they are. What a Proſpect | | 

+ ourfauſt this give of Chriſtianity, to ſee the W 

Jonſe-eachers of it always ſcuffling and ac 

happy ogether for Dignities and Preferments, an | 1 

< andfehaving no better to one another than the . | 1 

-ipline 1d Beaſts of the Foreſt or Fiſhes of the Sea; 

Chrise Stronger ever devouring the Weaker ; a// Ji. lui. 4 

their king their own Way, every one for his Gain 7 
are em bis Quarter? Is this agreeable to that = 

„ f{xample of equal Dealing, which the Society 

Ff the Chriſtian Clergy was required to ſhew 

De World; when it is thought fit for one 11 

TA lan to live in the Pomp and Splendor, . 'S; 
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ſellf in all Manner of E 


a e to do all the Drudgery of the 


the other gives his Footman? One wou'dſl. 


to one Penny of the Churches Patrimony 


be content at leaſt to relinquiſh ſome of thei mul 


and be put into a Capacity of indulging him- 
| Eaſe and Volupryp els ; 
while another, who, has an equal Right to a 
Maintenance, ſhall be condemned all his Lite 
Time to ſerve in Quality of Journeyman or 
former; and tbat often for as ſmall Wages as 
imagine it a Breach of Chriſtian Charity or . 
one Man to think it reaſonable that he ſhow dV + \ 
enjoy as much as wou'd make two of his needy cee. 


| Brethren with their Families eſteem them - whi 


ſelves richly provided for, if they had nothing ſma 
elſe. But what ſhall we ſay for the compre- 
henſive Swallows of thoſe Reverend Gentle- 


men, who cannot be ſatisfied with a leſs Share my 
of the Revenues of the Church than what mac 
wov'd. be ſufficient for ten, fifteen, or even nee 
twenty ſuch Families; who are by this Mean of? 
reduced to a 8 Condition? And ye tern 
ee thoſe very Gentlemen have plentiful San 
itates of their own beſides ; ſo that if Matter be 
were as they ought to be, they are not entitlec 105 
uc 


One wou'd expect that theſe Perſons ſhou'c whi 


Superfluities to ſerve the preſſing Neceſſities o ditic 
their diſtreſſed Brethren : - But, alas! if we nou 
try them, we ſhall find our ſelves much 70 F 
miſtaken. They are too tenacious ever to le 20 
£0 what they have once got hold of, Nay i 2 
any of them do but ſee a poor Loaf of Bread are 
falling in the Way of a half famiſh'd Wretch the 


if it come within hi Reach, it will by = gre tage 


* 


ing * Wo wo RES . y 1 4 1 . 
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the other, as if he were ready to 


| Sache a li 
FRG inftcad of it, 


Diftrative of Cnntortanity. 


Piece of Self-denial i in him to paſs by, without 


ſnatching it as greedily out of che Jaws of 


periſh with 
Hunger himſelf. - And afterwards it will be a 


furpriaing Inſtance of Generoſity, if he can 


prevailed u upon to throw the diſappointed 
Bran or a few I of the 


WI often Dear loud "A Bere of the ex- 
ceeding Poverty of the Churches Patrimony, 


which © is uſually attributed, and that with no 
ſmall Aggravation, to the many ſactilegions 


Robberies committed upon it by the Lait at 
the Time of the Reformation. But I can't for 
my Life forbear thinking that this Ravening 
made by the Clergy, upon that which their 
needy. Brethren ſhou'd Gb 

of a much blacker Dye. And were the Pre- 
ferments of the Church as numerous as the 
Sand upon the Sea Shore, they wou'd always 
be found inſufficient to glut duch inſatiable 


Appetites. For every friendleſs Wretch, and 


ſuch as cou'd not ſtoop to the vile Practices, 
which theſe Gentlemen make no Bones of, 
muſt ſtill continue in the ſame deſtitute Con- 
dition. We know that the Scripture has pro- 
nounced a Moe a 
to Houſe, that lay Field to Field, till there be 
uo Place, that they may be placed alone in the 
Midft of pf Earth. How many Woes then 
are laid up for ſuch as ſcruple nat to commit 
the ſame Rapine and Devaſtatjon in the Heri- 
tage of God, ſetting no Bounds to their Cover- 
E 2 ouſ- 


* 


ſt on, is a Sacrilege 


gainſt all them that join Houſe 17 v. g. 


35 


% 


ay 2 ly * s 7 
8 S * — rs Pg i m TY 
. 8 a» 8 1 * A iS 
” . _ 


——— — . — 
. 


—_— 
a” ” Xa 
„ 


\ THR 3 . 


CC 
— 8 ** B: A 5 * 4 8 9 N n Bs: J. POEDO 2 +...” © 
5 4 \ 4 * 1 i of Ja 1 * 99 N Fl 5 7 5 8 e 11485 3 28 1 2 N 
S 4 8 7 ' 4 pl 9 n 1 I 44 7 2 N 
r o * =” 5 222 1 1 M728 i 9 * LN 
n 2 * = * 3 X n e 
i 4 * „ 7 N * A . $ g 7 ba $ * * : l OS 
: 2? 3 * : & 7 
1 2 * * A * * 
F 
J 


36 The Preſent Regulation of the. CLERGY 

5 ouſneſs and Ambition? Shou'd an Ignatius or 
à Polycarp now riſe from the Dead, what can 
we imagine they wou'd ſay of the preſent Ec- 


cleſiaſtical OEconomy? How wou'd hey bear 
17 the Sight? to behold one Part of the Clergy 
1 ſo exactly copying after the Scribes and Pha- 
= | Mat,xxiii. Tiſees in binding heavy Burdens grievous to be 
= „Born, and laying them upon the Shoulders of their 


Brethren; while they themſelves will not move 

them with one.of their Fingers, What Judg- 

ment wou'd they make concerning ſuch of 

their Succeſſors who have ſo far forgot their 

Fob xxx. 1. Duty, as even to diſdain to ſet their Fellows 

quith the Dogs of therr Flock ? and are fo loſt to 

55 all Bowels and Senſe of Compaſſion for the 
S Afflictions of others, that they can excuſe 
themſelves from the leaſt Obligation of Con- 

cern about them, out of a pretended-Reaſon- 

ableneſs, that the utmoſt they can get is little 

enough to enable them ta live ſuitably to 

their Quality, and provide for their Families ; 

or to make a ſufhcient Return for the Ex- 

pences of their Education. What cou'd thoſe 

primitive 54 — think, when they found the 


1 if not the only Care, of the Shep- 
erds of Souls employed in ſecuring them- 
ſelves of the Fleeces and Profits of their 
Flocks ? ag if that were the only Unum neceſ⸗ 
farium of their Duty, and St, Paul's Example 
b were now no otherwiſe to be imitated than by 

S +37 E a 1 
3 the Inverſion of it, in ſecking theirs, but not 
. hem. In Fine, with what a Mixture of Shame 
and Deteſtatian and Sarrow may we reaſon- 
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.._ -,,-, DeftruBive of CnAIST IAI x. 37 
or filled at all theſe Abominations? when they 

dan ſhou'd hear their Saviour thus bemoaning the 
Ec- fallen State of his Church. Mine Heritage 3s 3er. xii. _ 
ear unto mne as a ſpeckled Bird, the Birds round 10. _ 
gy ll about are again/t ber. Many Paſtors have de- — 
ba-W froyed my Vineyard, they have troden my Por- W 
de tion under Foot; = have made my. pheaſant _ 
heir Portion a deſolate Wilderneſs. They have made 1 
0e it deſolate, and being deſolate it mourneth unto = 
dg - me; the ubole Land is made deſolate, becauſe no = 


— town As — 

a 12 0 — — . 22 

* NSN „ = SIR * 

o Fg . * 9 3 2 W * 9 . „ en 
x» 2 N SF * * * AS * NET Gs 
* E * W e 3 
** x 7 * - 
: 


b of L, loyeth jt to Heart: | 
n ER CDs | 
ows ll Bur what is more melancholy than all the 4 


t ro Þ reſt, in a manner the whole Body (of the n 
the richer Clergy eſpecially) ſeem to be quite in- £ | 
cuſe ſenſible of any Suite 1 incur in the fore- - | 8 
-on- ¶ going Reſpects. At leaſt they will not own a. 
it, and fo. ſet themſelves at the fartheſt Re- 8 14 
ittle move from any Hopes of Amendment. As # 
7 to if they were ambitious to copy after the Pha- =] 
riſees in all Reſpects, they are apt to deride Lube wi. 
all Remonſtrances which can be made to 


them of this Kind, and ji themſelves Be- 5 
ore Men, Wou'd you attempt to ſhew them | 
what a wrong Thing it is for a Chriſtian Bi- E 
ſhop te prefer one of his Presbyters before an- 1 77m, v. 1 
other, or do any Thing by Partiality, upon ** 1 
Account of any temporal Obligation, which | 
he can lay under; It is odds, but you will "| 
be ſpurned at for your Inſolence and Impu- | 
dence; or if you be vouchſafed an Anſwer, | 
it will ſcarce be of more Force than this, | 


which yet muſt be looked mw as ſufficient, 0 | 
That in the preſent State of the Church Things .) 
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1 Way for thafe che Wark tz as. 
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8 poser that Sußßei be ll g 
. taks all your Diſcourk a as 5 deen 100 
1 of Babter; ; or if he pe perceive 
= | he has got Scripture to 950 
We | 1 77m, v. Where it is faid, That if any prev _—_ for 
+0 8. his' owe, and. perla 14 e of "bis q wn 
wh |! Hauſe, he hath denied the Pack. 58 is 10 0 
= _ than an Injidel. And by the; Strength” of IE 
1 Quotation, be will farisf 75 he Oh Beg mg ty. 


 ſefewving down ſome” * 12355 in l 
his Salaty, that if the 8 fo wh Heat 
as to have a Family, he may ſcrew u > his ſince 

Mouth for any great PG e has for it; 
M de K de é 86 ch Wik of 1 bout moſſ 
"Bi Maſter. ' Again When we plead, how con- True 
1 trarxy it is, to that Brotherly Love, eee Zeal 
_ i | of earthly, Things gs, and ecumbence up Soul 
= eps God (which ought to, be the diſtinguiſhi ol 
1M Charadter of a Chriſtian Prieft) that one Man 
1 N | | ſhow'd not be content with the Portion of two, 
but be "continually reaching after more; we] Reli 


| uſually hear no 5 Defence for the Law - rem 
ot _ - fulneſs of it, than an impious referring of u] neve 


to the Practice of all Mankind, And they 
ſeem to think they have given a ſufficient 
Anſwer, when they ask us in our Turn, I bat 


Mai does »„— Fo 5 . 


4 miu 


1 © hu 4 
. at 


l 1 2 * 5 
88 n "EY . 2 4 0 © i 1% 
3 ol 3 1% e - 8 
P . 
3 4 k A : 7 — 1% 


r 
R 


"Salts 1 W 
; = 79 = : 
* % 8 5 8 
3 1 " *Y ' 3 
" vw 5 * FT: ok n © 8 F 
is 2 n 12 e 
2 *. I 8 . * 
* * NY og © 3 5 bo 3 
: 5 * OO at *. 
o 


Deere of SEATS ears. 
Who; has p 


| | muſt muſt he 20. Ex. xxiii. 

t can give . Si K 4 

long a R | 1 

1 87 ought to to bg 8 | 

few who | | 

Heathens ſhew much PURE, er Bhen the. of a | 
ſincere- Devotion to their e than the | 
Teachers of the Gaſpel themſelves can for the a, 


molt Part be preyail'd upon to ſhew to the 

True. What. is — 4 of that ardent 

8. de a e ee 4 P of 

Souls, rict Temperance an ity 3 4 

Manners, that Holineſs of Canverſation, im - x - 

amiable Meekneſs and e and final l . = 

that unwearied Diligence in all the Duties * - ,*- 

Religion, which as primitive Clergy were ſo | 

remarkable for > 'Fheſe Things were perhaps 

never more talked of than in our own Con- 
tions. But, alas! they ſeem now a-days 

as if they were only defigned to be talked of 

there, without ever being put in Practice any 


Wee for, enerall n if we take the | A 
generally 8. Teach. = 
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Teacher himſelf out of his Pulpit or reading 
Desk, we ſhall find him in his whole Beha- 
 viour and Converſation to act as if they were 


I no longer in his Thoughts. Thus hath the 
= iv. God of this World blinded the Minds of them 
5 that ſhou'd be Guides to others. When Men 
2 xii, wilfully ſhut their Eyes, and receive not the 
710 8 Truth in the Love of it, the next is bub oy 


10, 11. God to take away the ve Tower Seeing 
from them, and ſend yg = ay e that 

_ they ſhou d believe a Lie: + fra in the End 

_ they come to commit Sin . without 
Shame or Remorſe, and are P againſt all 


the Means which can be uſed for their Refor- 
x 77m. iv. mation. Their Conſcience is ſeared as with a 
2. 


. hot Iron ; the Word of the Lord is unto them a 
Reproach, they have no os, abs in it. 


Nox, while Things 


ation, 2 we to ex 


cccitione in this Stu- 
much more Credit to 
Chri from Examp les of thoſe un- 
fortunate Clergy-Men, hs 4 are thus oppreſ- 
ſed and trampled under Foot by their Bre- 
thren. We know that Poverty 
cumſtantes have no leſs Tendence to abate 


Mens Virtues, than a | State of Affluence = 


Plenty. 


Juen. 


Sat. iii. Ne anguſta Dom. 


This oftentimes compels a nerous Mind to 
a&t Things beneath himſelf; for which he 


ought rather to be Aare chinn reproached. 


The Cryiog Wants 2 the Impor- 
cunities 


and hard Cir- 


Haud facile emergunt, — E rtutibus er 


tunities of Creditors'y the contemptuous Uſage + 
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he.daily meets ha . and above all the bitter 


Mages: anc. ( 


kick under 4 the Load 
Cauſe of all his 


nts. 45 an inconſolable 


hear him 8 A 


oppre 
ſhew the leaſt 7 La, againſt. the true 
his Miſery; this is an un rdon- 


able Crime indeed ; and the leaſt Puniſhment, 


t to his Burden, Thus. after his cha- 
Brethren have puſhed the poor Wretch 


if at an) 12008 he chance to 
preſſes him, or 


it is thought worthy of, is the adding more 
vY 


_ a Ditch, they endeavour to beat out his 
Brains for. having Spots upon his Cloaths; and 
afterwards can wipe their Mouths, and ſa ſay, prov. AE. 


Thy have done no W edge 


and 


1 the Whole, Matters are EA to 
chat Paſz, that we can ſcarce find a Society of 
Men upon the Face of the Earth, which be- 
trays more wretched Partiality and unequal 


iidamful Behaviour of Superiors towa 


Inferiors, than hat is at preſent viſible among 
Churchmen. So that the Complaint, which 


once made againſt the. Jewiſh Church, 


may be too appolitely now applied to the 
Chriſtian ; There 5s a Conſpiracy of her Pro- el f. 
Pbet s in "the MzdP. thereof, like a roaring Lion *5, 26 


ravening the Prey: they have devoured Souls : 
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Mar. v. 
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uuxiv. a- herd Ihe that to fed rhemſetots * 


ye dealtd that which was wr neither har ye 
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Things + they bave made + - Widows 4 
oy J Ne. Hr auge, Babe visa 


my Law, 7. und © et 58 Gerd eu 


und Pr ant, Keys, my have dS pet 
ence e. the * ern Che 
dave bid ther Eyes from my Shbbaths, Nan 41 


um profaned among then.” We de to the Sep 


not the Shepherds fer the edk the Fur, 
and ye clbath you with: Hig A tin en 
cer 4-9]: r 4 the wet. Fd 
Diſcaſed e ye vi renyt 4, nebther have 
Je 
Bound up "that which was bh, neither Dave 
ye brought -ap ain that which ons drivin'awdiy, 
werder dude? yt feht that which war : din 
with Hrer ind with Cruthty bade ye ud them. 
And they were ſcatrertd hecauſt thert with tv 
| Shepherd :, and they became Meat to all the 
| Beaſts of the Heid, when ey were ſcattered. 
No Wonder then that a ety fo 2 
9 Conn original 2 ne erg ing 
ontempt u r ſacred Pan 0 
This is whit they, hays none to blame for, | my 


my It have cauſed many th fumble ut the 
have corrupted 115 Covenant of : 2 
125 e Lord of Hoſts. Therefore bar I J 
made you contemptible and Baſe befort' ah 
People, actording as ye have not Fe e 
But have Bren partial 55 the Lu-W§/ñ. 900 5 
Himſelf tells us that F rhe San have 17 85 MI. 
Savor, wherewith ſhall it de falted? _ Abe 
thence} / 


' . Deffruffive Kees Ft 
* good for nat bing, bu 4% be caſt out, 
ond. 19 2 253 wader Foot of Men. But 0 

i dt all, for this Contempt canngs reſt uy 


upon themſelves, hut muſt nec epi xs 

the utmoſt Diſhonour upon our h eligion, 
and. ns rogers of _—_— 5 . to * 
. ** b 105 WT * 


by debe this Dulaticn e 
ſions. of the Goſpel is the principal 12 
the exceeding Growth of Infidelity: — id 
Bk Preſent, What can be * when we 
have cards the leaſt Shadow left of that ar- 
dent Devotion, and heavenly Converſation, 
which) was ſo Be to Chriſtianity; but 
What is, to he among a1 lic 
pretended, Enthuſrafts?... Jt cannot indeed be 
deniecl, but that ſeveral of the Clergy: of our 
own Times have by their Writings Worthily 
defended -Chriſtignity againſt all The wicked 
Ehn of Infidels, But, alas? 'this- . itſelf 
can, Availment againſt the ſpread - 
Ang "Contagien of ſo Pagani a. Malady, 
The Generality | of Mankind haya not ſuch 
metaphyſical Heads, as to be able to diſcem 
the Force of the Arguments, which are made 
Uſe: of upon ſuch Getaſions. And till ſome- 
thing elſe be done, it gan hardly be expected, 
but that Infjdelity and — will always 
gain Ground, As long as the holy Scriptures 
are open to the — a of all Men, the ma- 
nifeſt Contradiction between the primitive 
and the — — of the Church will 
0 1 W to us. Anqthis, no 
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is the greateſt Stumbling Block, Which lies in 


former Caſe, and for taking Refuge in it in 


feſſions. From whence Men are naturally 
apt to conclude, that whatever ſuch Perſons 


Doubt, was the Reaſon why the mote poli- 
tick, bur therefore the more wicked Cl 

of Rome were ſo induſtrious to conceal hole 

Gacred a Writings from their People. TO 


A vſually urgbd by dhe Clety e 
ſelves, that the > Chntradiftion ween 
the Lives and Profeſſions of private Chriſtians 
the \ ay: to prevent Infidels from embti 
Chriſtianity. i Whencs' it follows, © that the 
fame Contradiction between the Behavioutand 
Obligations of the Teachers of Chriſtianity 
muſt be àn equal Cauſe of driving Chriſtians 
themſel ves into I nfidelity.” "The Reaſons Are 
the ſame for continuing in Infidelſty in- the 


the latter. Both are draw from the apparent 
Lie, which their Practices give to E 


pretend, they themſelves believe not a Word | 
'of what they ſay: And the moſt ſolemn Of-! 
fices of Gur Religion arè looked upon as no] the 
better than mere Grimace and Diſg iſe. De 
Only herein lies a Difference, that the C tru 
by their ill Examples do as it were engroſs che l the 
whole Guilt to themſelves; for from thenoe tru 
all the Contagion takes its * and Here it ho! 
tee; Na 

Go 

is 1 

ſur 

2 


<centers, - nen enn ͤ f 
* 5 we ſos how vel Fe 
Scandals and Diſorders, which have ever en- 
rd the Chriſtian Church, dd derive their 


A 4 
0 ay * - * {#8 F# EF» »v A 


Ori 5 


11 : of Cunis mia * *. 
nal from the Defection of che Clerę 
that Plan, which our Saviour and hi; 
Apoſtles had chalked out for them; exchang - 


the Cl 
and 


to the ſecnlar Authori 
"the Dope of ſpirtual-Superiors — 
and Interiors, accov Peary 3g” and 
— which is juſt the ſame, as to re- 
ſign ſo much of the Government of the Church 
into the Hands of the Devil, e 
fail ta make his Advantage of it< Money 
carthly wk Cies, 'when:- made 9 2 
this 50 ve always" a a:ilike:Tendence to 


he Mi ief.-of + this. ſpiritual. Body, which 


the rankeſt Poiſon has to the Body! natural. 
Yetths Heads'of moſt Clergymen bave re- 
ceived ſuch an unhappy Turn from theſe 
Things, that they ſeem as if the couid not ſo 
much as imagine any ſolid Foundation to fix 


the Welfare and Wu * * WO upon, 


_— them. 


TL; in 8 W 8 Men caſt 6 
their. cg pane u God, in the fame 


are difabled from putting any 


true ues. ers Sau in him. They dare not, 
they cannot have the Heart to do it. It is 
true, we are required to uſe all lawful and 
honeſt Means in our Power to help ourſelves; 


and to neglect doing fo; in Expectation that 


God ſhou d do every Thing for us by Miracle, 
g not a true Truſt and Confidence, but a pre- 
2 ous tempting of him. But certainly 


e ne yer be lawful, which Fa 
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ing it for their own. Inventions. This it is for 
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ai ſack; to upon md ore Sung in 
1 cut upon: Hime: 


Diſcharge 7 
oy —7 ſuouf mat —— 
8 Umbingel to it I e if this ghuch 
ſtood in Need of hamanePower ar Art 4b hap: 
hold ir: Mice thay were ſtrict ly forbid: fe 
Met. vi. . be CO Cr — tat vn 
ou drink, ar wbcrewithalithey In d 
ee £o:eniploy! their: pritiet 
Soudy.rin, Pag ang l Be bus 
8 of God und b. 2 aud all chef 
Th Sen be added u them. An when 
Lek xii, at un Time they ddr before Maxi- 
28 fraves' and Homers, were not! taſ aſſliſt 
thernſelves about whap: they Au u or 
hat hey? Jay. Fur it was! 
them that ebe Ho Ghoſt Ibo feat b hem in 
Like xi. the Jams Hour, cobat bey dun to fayi':"Wbere- 
14, 16. fore they were to ſettle it in their ut, 
not to meditate before, what they ſhou'd anſwer : 
for he wow'd give them e aud Mi ſddom, 
which-all their Adver 'd wot be able 
7 gainſay, nor ref. "day they were aſſut⸗ 
Mar. xvii. ed that / they. bad Faith'as a Erain of Muſ 
„  tardſeetl, they ſhowd ſay unto this Mountain, 
: Remove ello to youter —_— — ut — 
remove; aud nothing N bile unte 
Lakex.19, them. Th ſhouꝰ d Pas, ——— an 
Serpents and Scorpions, and over all the Power 
" of the Enemy ; and nothing Hon d by any Mean: 
Hurt them.” And were the Church of: God: at 
"chil Time attuated: by the dame Faith, an 


gover N- 
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* 8 ee 
Doubt but the ww be enabled do and 
8 
rd, a Yo — 
17 8 i 0 16 of char hn thels Uehditjors 
Preferics ſhall never be wanting of his 
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long us chers Thowd 
mt t hs been 

hawk ww be ue 150 6 the 
End of their Inſtitution; and Bab Hot the leuſt 
Dependence. upon any Change che cou d 
poſſibly undergo on a temporal Account. 
mise — whence it muſt follow, that no tem- 
— =p Change cou'd Be a ſufficient Warrant 
introducing any Change in it. It was an 
bt; | Attempt to amend the Works of God, and 
vas ſure to have the ſame Succeſs, which all 
dom, ſuch Attempts mult neceſſarily have. And 
2 ab; ſuch Alterations of this Lind. as have been 
Aſſut- made, are much more criminal in many 
Auf . than to entertain wrong Notions in a 
unn, pure An. of Faith. For the latter ſome- 
Leni times happen'd out of pure Miſtake, and 
E une Was * e with an honeſt Mind; but the 
ra ail former can never admit of the like Excuſe. 


At what Time ſoever therefore the Succeſ- 
ſors of the Apoſtles began to looſe the Bands 
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